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Omp28 ��, -./01#�2 ��1#.3  Brucella melitensis  45�� 
���  )83(  

Omp31 ��, -./01#�2 ��1#.3  Brucella ovis  ����  )84(  
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Abstract 
Bacteria of the genus Brucella are intracellular pathogens capable of surviving and replicating within 
macrophages of mammalian hosts and are resistance to killing in professional phagocytic cells which 
control survival and chronic infection. Recent advances have shed light on virulence factors and host 
functions involved at various stages of the Brucella intracellular life cycle. This review focuses on 
how this pathogen uses multiple strategies to circumvent macrophage defense mechanisms and 
generate an organelle permissive for replication. In addition, we discuss about host immune responses 
to Brucella and new strategies used to produce an efficient vaccine against Brucella infection. 
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