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Hepatitis C in Intravenous Drug Users: Seroprevalence and Risk Factors

Behrooz Ataei MD, Anahita Babak MB Majid Yaran PhD, Nazila Kassaiah
Zari Nokhodiafl, Marjan Meshkatj Peyman Adibi MS

Abstract

Background: Hepatitis C, as a major public health problem, $&$ous complications and intraven-
ous drug users are the most high risk group forhts study was performed determine hepatitis C
seroepidemiolgy and related risk factors amongugnous drug users in Isfahan province.

Methods: In this cross-sectional study, intravenous drugug/DUSs) in central prison, Assadabad

camp and Drop in Centers in Isfahan province wefecsed using census sampling method. After
completion validated questionaire including dempgia and risk factors by interiew, a 5 cc blood

sample was obtained and HCV-Ab was detected udih§A=method.

Finding: Among 1485 intravenous drug users (1457 male) mitan age of 32 + 7 years, 644 (43.4%)
were HCV-Ab positive. Not being married, tatooimgedle share, prison history, history of going to
dentist and duration of intravenous drug abuse welepenedent risk factors for hepatitis C. Alsepm
with men sex, sex with intravenous drug users amgtaiected sex (without condom) had significant
relationship with hepatitis C. Among HCYV risk facgpneedle share and prison history had highttst re
tive and attributable risks. Using ROC curve, thedff point for duration of intravenous drug abusss
estiamted as three months.

Conclusion: The main results of this study indicated high piemce rate of hepatitis C and the major
role of needle share and prison history among\vetraus drug users population in Isfahan province
that needs to pay attention by governments.
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