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Hepatitis C Screening in Intravenuos Drug Users in Golpayegan, Isfahan
through Community Announcement: Pilot Study

Behrooz Ataei MD, Marjan Meshkafj Ali Karimi®, Majid Yaran Ph, Nazila Kassaiah
Zari Nokhodian, Parisa Shoaei M&cPeyman Adibi MD

Abstract

Background: Intravenous drug abuse is a worldwide problem widle effects as hepatitis C. Hepattis
C infection, which has severe complications likeasis and hepatocellular carcinoma, is a tragedy f
communities; so, screening it in intravenous drogsars has a lot of benefits. According to lack of

community based study in Isfahan, Iran, this p#ttdy carried out in Golpayegan city in Isfahan
Province.

Methods: In a cross sectional pilot study, hepatitis C inavmenous drug abusers population in Golpay-
gan, Isfahan was screened by community annaoun¢enethod. After co-opperation with managers,
administrative stafs and all of the stakeholddrs,study population was invited to refference labmr
ries where blood samples were chpsen and testethfeHCV-Ab. The results were sent privately and
patients were invited to participate in educaticarad treatment procedure.

Finding: From 136 persons participated voluntarily, 28 warg-HCV-Ab positive (19.8%).

Conclusion: In this pilot study, 85% of estimated populatioasaparticipated that is excellent expe-
rience for larger studies.

Keywords: Screening, Hepatitis C, Community-based announogrran
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