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The Black Triangle of Scientific Misconduct in Publishing Articles

Mina Mahami-Oskouei'’?, Mojgan Zareivenovel?

Abstract

The three growing phenomena: Paper Mills, Review Mills, and Citation Mills, are known as the three sides of the
triangle of scientific misconduct, have raised serious concerns about research credibility in societies. A report by the
Committee on Publication Ethics and The International Association of Scientific, Technical & Medical Publishers
states that 2% of articles submitted to journals may originate from paper mills. As researchers and faculty members
face countless challenges to increase their number of articles and receive more citations, they have become the
primary clientele trapped in the web of these unethical practices. The spread of such unethical behaviors in the
processes of publishing and evaluating science is a serious threat to scientific research in the world, leading to a loss
of public trust in science and destroying the credibility of knowledge. Countering these phenomena requires decisive
measures and the development of clear regulations to protect scientific and ethical principles.
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